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The responsibility of planning for the future 
of library services in Thomaston is upon us. 

All of the stakeholders need to take an ac-
tive part in determining the direction the 
library will need to go to continue to meet 
the needs of our citizenry. The often predict-
ed death of libraries in our country due to 
the advances in electronic resources and the 
“death of reading” has simply failed to occur. 
Libraries continue to play a vital role in their 
communities in a myriad of ways.  

But, like all institutions, libraries must evolve 
to address the current wants and needs of 
the people who support them. Recognizing 
this challenge, the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation commissioned a study by the 
Aspen Institute entitled “Re-envisioning Pub-
lic Libraries.” Among the outcomes that were 
discovered was the need for libraries to as-
sume the role in the preservation of the his-
torical documents and images of their com-
munities. Most small cities and towns in Con-
necticut have volunteer historical societies, 
usually comprised of elderly persons dedicat-
ed to keeping the history of the town intact. 
While hardworking and fiercely committed, 
they lack the training in and knowledge of 
modern preservation techniques. Librarians 

Preserving the past - planning for the future 

are trained in technology and preservation 
techniques and are actively filling that role.  

Our future plans will determine the direction 
of our library, and the projects it will embrace 
in the coming years.  

Will we continue to work at preserving the 
history of Thomaston for the generations of 
Thomastonians to come? Will we strive to be 
the community resource that accommodates 
all age groups and fosters life-long learning? 
Will we become a “community center” that 
provides the space and the technological re-
sources that allow our citizens to work collab-
oratively and creatively in a nurturing envi-
ronment? 

The task of deciding the direction of our li-
brary services is upon us. I am very excited to 
be a part of the discovery process of deter-
mining what our citizens want and the plan-
ning to be able to supply those services in the 
coming years. 

      “By failing to prepare, you are preparing 
         to fail.”  
                                         ― Benjamin Franklin 

Search “The Express” on New Digital Archive 
A generous bequest from Thomaston resi-
dent Eleanor Conway has allowed the li-
brary, in cooperation with the Connecticut 
State Library, to offer the public an indexed 
digital archive of The (Thomaston) Express 
weekly newspaper. Phase 1 of this ongoing 
project currently makes available some is-
sues from as far back as 1880 and most is-
sues from 1922 through 1979. Phase 2 is in 
the works, and in early 2016 will make avail-
able most issues from 1980 to 1994. This 
archive can be searched using one of the 
library’s public computers, or elsewhere 

from any device with internet access. Just 
sign into the library’s home page at thomas-
tonlibrary.org and follow the link! The Ex-
press, no longer in publication, was for more 
than a century the recorder of all things local: 
town government; police, fire, business and 
real estate activity; school, church and social 
events; births, weddings, deaths. The ads 
track not only the changing (never down!) 
cost of products and services, but the rise, fall 
and rebirth of the business community. If 
you’re looking for something specific, or just 
nostalgic, this archive is for you. 

Your Library  
Informing  -  Engaging 

Entertaining 



The Year by the Numbers 
The library’s collection of materials as of June 30, 2015 is as follows:  

BOOKS 2014 2013 2012 2015 

  Adult Books 24,382 24,308 24,320 24,087 

  Teen Books 1,477 1,709 1,612 1,556 

  Children’s Books 14,430 14,557 14,718 14,642 

  Subscriptions 61    

TOTAL Books 40,289 40,574 40,650 40,346 

NON-BOOK items     

  Audio 2,907 2,756 2,492 2,994 

  Video 3,418 3,212 2,940 3,647 

  Other 25    

  eBooks 5,468 4,412 6,698 912 

  eAudio 2,196 4,638 3,077 2,926 

TOTAL Non-Books 13,989 15,018 15,207 10,504 

BOOKS                    

& SERIALS 

2014-15 2013-14 

     Adult 23,560 25,972 

     Teen 2,613 3,068 

     Children’s 20,946 22,212 

TOTAL  47,119 51,252 

AUDIO   

   Adult 4,640 4,428 

   Teen 62  

   Children’s 302 518 

TOTAL 5,004 4,946 

VIDEO 2014-15 2013-14 

   Adult 13,979 16,475 

   Teen 4  

   Children’s 4,091 3,874 

TOTAL 18,074 20,349 

ALL OTHER 

ITEMS 

  

   Adult 221 251 

TOTAL 221 251 

Total Adult Circulation 42,400 

Total Teen Circulation 2,679 

Total Children’s 

Circulation 

 

25,339 

TOTAL 2014-15 

CIRCULATION 

 

70,418 

Programs offered by the Thomaston Public 
Library are varied and designed to appeal to 
wide audiences. Health, taxes, entertainment, 
finance and, of course, literature are all offered 
throughout the year. Some of the programs 
offered for adults this year are listed below: 

   Book Discussions (16) 
   Gardening with George (8 part series) 
   Growing Fruit with George (7 part series) 
   Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
        (VITA - 198 appointments) 
   The Dog Listener - Pat Wright 
   Keep Debt Under Control 
   Gargoyles of Yale 
   Credit and Credit Scores 
   Downton Abbey - Fashion and Social Change 
   Creating a Wreath with Fresh Cut Greens 
   Understanding Medicare 
   Butterfly Gardens 
   Passport to Libraries Program 
   Putting Your Garden to Bed 
   Ghostly Photographs 

 

2014-15 
PROGRAMMING 

NUMBER 
OF 

PROGRAMS 
 

NUMBER 
IN 

ATTENDANCE 
 

    Adult            60            737 

    Teen            53            416 

    Children’s          441         9,510 

    TOTAL          554       10,663 

Adult Programs 

Teen Department  

ELECTRONIC 

CIRCULATION  

 

   eAudio 694 

   eBooks 413 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For 2014-15, the total circulation of all library materials was: 

On May 29th the Teen Advisory Board, 
along with other library patrons, trav-
eled to the National Book Conference 
“BookCon” in New York City. Several  
teens attended panel discussions such  
as “Me and Earl and the Dying Girl Film 
Panel and Cast Discussion,” “Rotten To-

matoes Critics vs. Fans” and “Best and Worst - 
Book to Screen Adaptations.” They also had a 
chance to meet some of their favorite authors 
including Marissa Meyers, Marie Lu, Alexandra 
Bracken, Gayle Forman and David Baldacci.  
The trip was a blast and on the way home the 
bus was buzzing with tales of numerous adven-
tures and the swapping of many free books 
distributed throughout the event. The teens 
hope to attend again when BookCon returns to 
New York in 2017. 



Children’s Department  /  Sprout - Grow - Thrive 

In May the Children’s Library celebrated the 30th anniversary 
of the opening of the Laura Andrews Children’s wing. Cele-
brations included a party with cake, balloons, photo collages 
and visits from friends old and new. Barbara Saska and Jane 
Kendrick shared stories of the opening in 1985. They served 
as Children’s 
Librarian and 
Director, 
respectively, 
at the time 
of the dedi-
cation. Also 
celebrating a 
30th anniver-
sary was  
The Giraffe 
and the Pel-
ly and Me 
by Roald 
Dahl, the reading selection for the May Thomaston Reading 
Together program. Over 100 participants came in to the 
library to register, read along and enter the raffle. Addition-
ally Mrs. B & Mrs. G read aloud to 2nd, 3rd, 4th  and 5th grad-
ers during collaborative programs with the Thomaston Pub-
lic Schools.  More than 370 participants found themselves 
reading together in Thomaston! The raffle winners, the 
Kaoud family, went home with a 3 foot giraffe, candy from 
“the grubber” and a copy of the book. Join us for Reading 
Together in May 2016.          
 
Baby Bags had a remake this year. The new neon green bags 
feature a design of the Laura Andrews and Thomaston Pub-
lic Library stained glass window that was installed when the 

Laura Andrews Society turned the original library building 
over to the town in 1906.  The new Baby Bags were funded 
by a grant from the William Caspar Graustein Memorial 
Fund. The contents of the bags continue to be funded by our 
Friends group. Many recipients of the Baby Bags attend the 
weekly Bouncing Babies program which has record attend-
ance since moving from Monday to Thursday.  

The public library and public schools collaborate throughout the 
school year to 
provide enrich-
ing experienc-
es for students. 
Music at the 
Annual Chil-
dren’s Craft 
Fair was pro-
vided by volun-
teers from the 
Center School 
band program. 
Also, after a 3 
year hiatus 
Center School 
4th and 5th 
grade classes 
are again mak-
ing regular 
visits to the 
library. One 
lucky 4th grade 
class had a Skype visit with author Sarah Albee. 
 
Favorite programs in summer 2014 were Minion Camp and Mini 
Minion Camp where students in grades 1-6 participated in hands 

on science experiments. It is 
hard to say what was more 
popular:  erupting volca-
noes, freezing ice cream or 
dripping slime. During the 
school year Alphabits was a 
clear favorite. Pictured 
bottom left is a tea party 
held on “T” day.  
 

Community volunteers con-
tinue to donate time and 
talents to the library allow-
ing the library to offer ex-
tensive services and pro-
grams. Thanks to volunteers 
the children’s department 
was able to refurbish shelv-

ing in the Enchanted Glen, offer visits with four different authors, 
and have a hands-on reptile program.   Teen volunteers donated 
hours putting away books, serving ice cream, acting as movie 
hosts, tutoring students, and helping set up for book sales.  
 
The children’s department is grateful to those who worked so 
hard in the past to create a space where children can sprout, 
grow and thrive. As we move into the future we continue to look 
for new ways to engage, serve and grow our library community. 
We welcome your suggestions.   

Barbara Saska and Jane Kendrick reminisce in 
the library’s 30 year old children’s wing. 



 

2015 Contributors to the Friends of the Thomaston Public Library  

Lisa  Acker 

Michael & Margaret Ackley 

Frank & Diane Albini 

Daniel & Julianna Alessio 

Florbela Allen 

Louis & Joan Anctil 

Mark Andrade 

Ed Andreski 

Kathryn Andreski 

Michael Angelicola 

The Archibald Family 

Martin & Courtney Ariola 

Raymond Axelby 

Richard G. Axelby 

Lorraine Babb 

Bruce & Laurie Barrett 

John Bavone 

David & Susan Baxter 

Betty Bazin 

Judith Becce 

Vito & Lenora Becce 

Steven & Cheryl Belanger 

Richard & Lois Benfer 

Bill & Margaret Berg 

Nancy & Ernest Blanchard 

Gregory Blasko 

June & Ronald Boisvert 

Jeanne & Edward Bordner 

Susan & Ted Bordner 

Roy & Cris Bouffard 

Ann Bowden 

Robert & Ann Braley 

Cliff & Alicia Brammer 

Cliff & Denise Brammer 

Brian & Rebecca Brickett 

Mary Ellen Brody 

Joyce Brouillard 

Vincent Brunetti and Family 

Michael & Sandy Bruscino 

Laura & William Busk 

Thomas Calvello 

Dora Carey 

Carmen & David Carlson 

Jane M. Caron 

Joan Caron 

Bob & Pam Carr 

Mary Carroll 

Rita & Joseph Caruso 

Marguerite & Peter Case 

Richard & Linda Chandon 

Anthony & Carolyn Chesto 

Mario & Suzanne Chiovitti 

Eleanor Chizinski 

Barbara Clark 

Pat Conaghan 

Marian Conklin 

Joanne Conlon 

Elinor Coppa 

Dan & Therese Cosgrove 

George & Mildred Counter 

Ray & Marcia Crannell 

Louis & Nancy Daddona 

Carol & Kevin Dake 

James & Joyce Davidson 

Ron & Linda DeBellis 

Geraldine DelVaglio 

Marion DePecol 

Andrew & Mimi Desrochers 

Denise DeVincent-Spear 

Elizabeth & Louis DiBiase 

Dick & Jeanne DiMaria 

George Dino 

Elaine Dixon 

Sandra Dobos 

Beatrice & Brian Donnelly 

Paul & Nancy Dooley 

Cynthia Doyle 

Shirley Drew 

John & Kathleen Duffany 

Marilyn & Larry Duffany 

Thomas & Elaine  Duffany 

Anthony & Laurel Durso 

Tom & Diane Dutil 

Robert & Marianne Dwan 

Edward & Elizabeth Eaton 

Audrey Eckert 

Leonard & Marie Eldridge 

Ruth Fainer 

Jeff & Amy Famiglietti 

Beverly & Joseph Famiglietti 

Joyce & Mark Famiglietti 

Helen Fantano 

Elfriede Fieldman 

Robert & Judith Finlay 

Nancy Flammia 

F. Peter  Foley 

Beth Fontaine 

Ann Wilkinson & Pierre Fortin 

Ray & Debbie Foshay 

Robert Fowkes 

Kenneth Fox III 

Luke & Kathleen Freimuth 

Linda Friez 

Beatrice Fuller 

Diana Gallagher 

Sandra  Gallagher 

Debbie Gallick 

Robert & Nancy Galpin 

Roger Gangloff 

Bill & Joan Gangloff 

Audrey and Clement Garant 

Steve & Carol Gasper 

Chris & Beth Gaudette & Family 

Joan Gauthier 

Larry & Carol Geddes 

Debra Giannelli 

Diana Goldsmith 

Sybil Goodkin 

Jean Gowlis 

Robert Grant 

Nicole & Daniel Grecco 

Durward & Marlyn Green 

Richard    Griffin 

Francis & Patricia Grosso 

William and Jody Guerrera 

Lou and Danette Guertin 

Roberta Gule 

Kenneth & Tina Hall 

Donald Hanrahan 

Marilyn Harlow 

A. Patricia Harlow 

Thomas Harrison 

Ronald & Cindy Hax 

Betty Hayward 

Darlene & William Hellerich 

Holly Herbert 

David & Carol Hoebel 

Ken & Ruth Hopkins 

Mary P. Hudak 

Betsy Humiston 

David Hunkins 

Michael Hutchinson 

Mary Ann Hyres 

Richard & Linda Innaimo 

Joan H. Jackson 

Ronald & Cheryl Jacovino 

Richard & Lissa Jennings 

Mary Beth Johnson 

Ruth Johnson 

Bruce & Myrna Kamens 

Wayne & Bonnie Kamens 

Mary & Skip Kamens 

Genevieve Kaniewski 

Catherine Kazlauskas 

Carleen & Richard Keutzer 

Dennis & Cyn Killian 

Lucille Killiany 

Judith Kindley 

Peter & Colleen Kisselburgh 

Karl & Cynthia Knightly 

Cynthia and Kenneth Kociszewski 

Helen Kohanski 

Dorothea Kordis 

Ken & Barbara Koval 

Jan and Randall Krampitz 

Dave & Antoinette Krasnowski 

Jane Krulicki 

Dianne LaBonte 

Thomas Lagasse 

Herbert & Rogene Laplante 

The Laporta Family 

Cynthia Larkin & Edward Larkin 

Jeanne Larocque 

Diane and Gerald LaRosa 

Marian Lavigne 

Marion Lawrence 

Charlotte LeClair 

Veronica LeDuc 

Judith Lee 

Eva Lehotskie 

Polina Livshits 

Mary Lonergan 

Patricia Lucas 

Lois Lyons 

Jenn & Kevin MacCallum 

Heidi & Michael Madow 

Grayce Maher 

Claire Makl 

Franziska Manuel 

Leonard & Lauren Marano 

Rosemary Martin 

Chris Martin 

Mary Ann Martin 

Linda Mastrianna 

Barbara McCleary 

Elaine McEachern 

Julie Andring & Robert McGoldrick 

James & Marcia McGowan 

Ann McGurk 

Robert & Norma McQuarrie 

Carole Mello 

Helen Merli 

Ashley & Norman Merritt & Family 

Lucille Miller 

Clifford & Linda  Miller 

Mary & Frank Mitchell 

Christine Molliconi 

Michael & Sandra Montana 

Carolyn & Christopher Morrison 

Francis Morrow 

Joan Mulhearn 

Fern & Georgette Nadeau 

Frank & Phyllis Nardella 

Beverly and George Nedderman 

Ray Neddermann 

Betty Nedorostek 

Alice & Ed Nelson 

The  Neri Family 

Jennifer Nolan 

Daniel & Sarah Norck 

Barbara P. Norton 

Wayne & LeAnn Ober 

Richard & Karen O'Connell 

Edward and Marie Olcese 

Caroline & Henry Osowiecki 

Rita & Greg Ostrander 

Ron & Joanne Ottman 

Barbara Peck 

Anne & Al Pelkey 

Blanche Kwiatkowski & 

Susan Pelletier & Family 

Frances Perbeck 

Marlene Perniciaro 

Michael & Carol  Perry 

Philomena Perugini 

Peter & Joan Petruzzi 

Canio & Susan Petruzzi 

Sally Pfaefflin 

Patrica & William Phelan 

John & Pat Piscopo 

John & Maureen Pizzano 

Janice & Edward Plocha 

Beverly Plourde 

Mr. Lawrence Polowy 

Agatha Polowy 

John & Irene Polowy 

Jennifer Poulin-O'Leary 

Richard & Carole Prescott 

Rev. Edward Przygocki 

Eugene Ptachcinski 

John & Carol Pytel 

Jud & Victoria Reed 

Marie Reilly 

Mary Reilly 

Craig & Heather Renchy 

Amy and John Revere 

Mary Reynolds 

Mary C.  Reynolds 

Barbara and Tom Rhoads 

Nancy Rickborn 

Linda & Richard Roach 

Walter Robinson 

Peter & Jennifer Rogozinski 

Fran & Georgeanne Romano 

James & Susan Root 

William & Frances Rothe 

John & Stacey Salvietti 

Jennifer Samela 

Margaret Samela 

Lisa & Robert  Sanson 

Gene & Barbara Saska 

Daniel & Katherine  Sayers 

Judith   Schmidt 

Dorothy Schreiner 

Debbie & David Schriver 

Daniel & Ann Seabourne 

George Seabourne 

Steve & Debra Sechow 

Lawrence & Jane Seeley 

Diane Senew 

Frank & Suzanne Serva 

Robert & Jean Seymour 

Warren & Deborah Siel 

Dawn Siepmann 

Richard & Kate Sileo 

Martha Soliday 

Audrey & Ben Solnit 

Martin & Karen Spring 

Nancy & Peter St. Jean 

Matt & Nancy Stancavage 

Frank & Ruth Steponaitis 

Janette D. Stevens 

Chris & Pam Styers 

John Sugrue 

Kelley Sullivan 

AngelaMarie & Paul Szantyr 

Aaron Szymanski 

Judy & Paul Szymanski 

Margaret Taylor 

Arnold & Janice Terrill 

Kimberly Theriault 

Mathew & Evelyn Thier 

Frances Thompson 

Joan Thornberg 

Dennis & Donna Thurlow 

Richard & Yvette Tingle 

Mary Ann Torrence 

Anthony & Kathleen Troccolo 

Steven & Louise Turner 

Ernan & Carmela Valero 

Bob & Nancy Verno 

Carrie & Jason Veronesi 

Charles & Rena Veronneau 

Roland Viets 

Sira Vogini 

Cheryl Waldron 

Rebecca Skinner & Joe Wassong 

Robert & Elizabeth Weeks 

Dorothy  Weeks 

Diane & Richard Weeks 

Kathryn Wehrle 

Hilda Wehrle 

Sandra & Brian Welch 

Sharon Welton 

Nancy Werner 

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert West 

Betty & Robert  White 

Donna & Keith Williams 

Nancy & Laura Wilson 

Jimmy Wong 

Liane & Marc Wuthrich 

Elizabeth Zaccaria 

Joan Zeliff 
 

Business Donors 

Barberet Jewelers 

Bart Construction Corp. 

Cantin, DDS 

CDR Insurance Group 

Country Cuts 

Intrasonics, Inc. 

Petit Tool Co., Inc. 

Play and Learn Center LLC 

Plymouth Glass and Mirror, Inc. 

Sandford Consulting LLC 

Thomaston Savings Bank 

Town & Country Real Estate 

Treadwell Corporation 

Ward Leonard Electric Co. 

Zero Check 

 

Friends 
of the Thomaston 

Public Library 
 

Memorial 
Contributions 

The library remem-
bers with gratitude 
the following         
deceased patrons 
whose families and 
friends generously 
offered memorial 
contributions in their 
honor to the Friends  
of the Library through 
June 30, 2015: 
 

   Chester Chizinski 
 

     Dianne Martin 


